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the interests of Kynoch's or any other company in which you are
interested ?"

Mr. Chamberlain : "There are circumstances under which it
would be perfectly legitimate."

R.L :   "Have you ever done it ?"

Mr. Chamberlain :   "No."

R.I. :   "Have any of your subordinates ?"

Mr. Chamberlain : "One did so without my knowledge. A
gentleman of the name of Cullen has done so. He was the manager
of the London office of Kynoch's till about six months ago."

R.L   "How did he do it ?"

Mr. Chamberlain : "By writing letters to the Agents-General
for the Colonies."

The witness added that Mr. Cullen had dictated and Mr.
Cocking, the London director, had signed a letter to the Foreign
Office asking for letters of introduction.

This was uncomfortable ground for Mr. Chamberlain, since,
although he denied all knowledge of the offending letters until a
question had been asked about them in the House of Commons,
the fact remained that anyhow in the letter to the Agent-General
for New South Wales Mr. Cullen had asked for a letter of intro-
duction for the secretary of Kynoch's to the Prime Minister of
that State, and had requested the Agent-General to mention in
his letter that the chairman of the company was the Colonial
Secretary's brother.

Mr. Chamberlain said, however, that he had formed no
opinion as to the object with which Mr. Cullen had written his
letter.

R.L :  "Is your mind a blank on the subject?"

Mr. Chamberlain : Quite a blank/' an answer on so vital a
matter which can scarcely have impressed the jury.

Having made his point on this and a similar letter to the
Agent-General for Queensland, of both of which Mr. Chamberlain
expressed disapproval, Rufus Isaacs wisely refrained from over-
elaborating an effective point and passed on to other questions,
pressing the witness especially hard as to whether there had 'not
been at the outset of Kynoch's connection with cordite, and before
they were in a position properly to manufacture it, a price-
keeping arrangement with Nobel's, the suggestion being that
Kynoch's were to use their influence to obtain a share in the
contracts, that Nobel's should then manufacture the cordite and
that the two concerns should divide the profits.

On the point as to the reduction of tenders Mr. Chamberlain
was again in some difficulty.